NTER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME

ONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 12/ CONF/WP. 9

30 Octobex 1973
Originals ENGLISH

INTERNATIONAL CONFERSNCE ON
MARINE POLLUTION, 1973
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Note bv the delegations of Donmark,
Finland, Norway and Swodcn

The delegations of Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden approached the
currcnt Confercnce with a firm belief in the nced for a new Convention capable
of early implementation and an carly and substantial reduction in oil pollution
of the sca by ships, and arc of the view that this belicf was shared by the
great majority of Governments herce roepresconted,

Thig being so, it may be felt that any provision in the Convention which
could lecad to a gignificant delay in its ratification must be counter--productive,
and there is once requirement in the text of Amnncx I of the Convention which
gives the above-nuntionced delegations particular grounds for belicving that
congiderable dolaye in ratification must bu cxpected,

The dolegations of Dunmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden suppert the
requircnent for a monitoring system as spocificd in Regulation 9 of Annex I.
Much rcscarch and development work is taking place on monitors for black oils,
and sonic instrwncnts, though not yot roliable, arc alrcady in uxistencoe and
are fittcd on ecurtain tankers, whoere thoy arce wad.orstood to have buen welcomed
as a valuabl. aid in complying with the cxisting regulations., 1t may be
cxpucted that the duemand stimulated by this Convention will cvncourage further
development of these monitors, and that thoir availability and officicncy

will thus imnrovu.
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For white oils, however, the position is rather different, As far as
the above-montioned delegations arce aware, there is virtually no cquipment
yet in cuistence which is cven remotely cffcetive in monitoring cfflucent
containing these oils.,

It is clear that, for whitc oils as for black oils, demand will
gtimulate the development of monitoring deviecs, However, it docs scem that
the state of the art of white oil monitors is much luss advanced, and the
complixitics involved in their development much greater than for black cil
monitors, and the above-meniioncd delcgations are concerned that the strict
reouirement to install such cquipment will result in ratification of the

Convention buing dulayed,

It may be argucd that this is a currunt asscssment, and the developmont
of white o0il monitors may be more rapid than we predict. However, cortain
governments will be bound, by their laws, to rofrain from ratifying -- and
certainly from implomenting - the Convention if their ships arce not in the
vvent able to comply with some of its requircmente, It is submittcd that

such a gituation is net in the interests of this Conference and itg objectives,

Furthemore, it may be agreced that, rathor than delay the entry into
force of the Conventicn becaus. one particular tochnical climent necussary
for ratification may be lacking, it would be preferable to bring it into
forcv, and wulcome its advantages, cven if the contrels on the discharge of
whitc odls were still doeficient. In this conncxion, it will be noted that
Annixes I and IT arc both likcly to be mandatory, Thus, any delay in
ratification of Anncx I dilayvs Annc IT similarly, with the conscquence that

the vexry lmportant controls on the discharge of chemicals will be held up.

The delegations ol Donmark, PFinland, Norway and Swueden thorciore submit
for congsideration the following tuxt, which might constitute an additional

reimlatinn din Chapter TI of annex I:
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Rezulation 16 bis

Where in the view of the Organization equipment required by
Regulation 9(1)(a)(vi) /Tand spocified in Regulation 15(3)(a)_/ of this
Jnnex is not obtainable for the nmonitoring of dischaxge of light wefined
products (white oils), the Adninistration may waive compliance with such
requirenent, provided that discharge shall be permitted only in compliance
vith procedures approved by the Organization [ which shall satiafy the
conditions of Regulation 9(1)(a) excopt the obligation to have an oil
¢ischarge nonitoring and control systen in opera.tion.] The Orgenization
shall review the matter at intervals not exceeding [ 12_7 nonths.

Consequential anendnent

Anend first line of Regulation 15(1) to reads

"(1) Subjeot to the provisions of Regulation 16 bis and paxagzenh (5)
of this Regulation, oil",



